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The shaded areas of the map indicate ESCAP members and associate members*

The Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) is the most inclusive
intergovernmental platform in the Asia-Pacific region. The Commission promotes cooperation
among its 53 member States and 9 associate members in pursuit of solutions to sustainable
development challenges. ESCAP is one of the five regional commissions of the United
Nations.

The ESCAP secretariat supports inclusive, resilient and sustainable development in the region
by generating action-oriented knowledge, and by providing technical assistance and capacity-
building services in support of national development objectives, regional agreements and the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

*The designations employed and the presentation of material on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever
on the part of the Secretariat of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries.
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Message from the Director

As the COVID-19 pandemic ravaged across the world, Asia and the Pacific continued to be exposed
to climate-related and geological hazards. In 2020, disasters affected over 75 million people and
caused almost 6000 deaths in the region. Of these deaths, floods contributed to 68 per cent, followed
by tropical cyclones (16 per cent) and landslides (15 per cent).

In 2020, the floods in India, Japan and China, cyclone Amphan in India and Bangladesh and the
earthquakes in Turkey, China, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Philippines and India have proven that
disaster information management is more important than ever in all disaster risk reduction and
management cycles.

It is critical to strengthen our common understanding of risk. We can do so by enhancing capacities
in recording, reporting, accessing, and sharing of data and utilizing it for risk analysis. Risk informed
decisions improve preparedness and response efforts and, equally important, inform investments to
put disaster risk reduction, particularly disaster information management, at the heart of development
planning, if we want development to be truly sustainable.

Throughout 2020, APDIM remained committed to its mandate and delivered its programmatic
activities under its three key service areas. This report highlights some of the achievements made by
APDIM working with Governments at the national and regional level; with partners in regional and
international organizations; ESCAP secretariat divisions and regional institutions and other
stakeholders. | would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all partners and stakeholders who
collaborated with us. Connectivity, inclusion, and regional cooperation have been the core of all our
activities.

| express my sincere thanks to the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, APDIM host, for its
contribution t owarbdts in-kdnB Brid Mdascial.w ahark our Governing Council
members for trusting APDI Més e s s ehetEcoaomic and Boeial
Commission for Asia and the Pacific, in providing Member States with key services to better apply
disaster risk information management to risk reduction policies. In closing, | wish to thank the APDIM
team, without whose dedication and commitment in such a complex year for everyone, none of the
results described in this report would have been possible.

Letizia Rossano

Director

Asian and Pacific Centre for the Development of Disaster Information Management
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific
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Highlights

The second Governing Council of APDIM in 2018 adopted Information and Knowledge
Repository, Capacity Development and Regional Cooperation on Transboundary
Hazards as the three key service areas for the Centre around which the activities for the period
2019-2021 were structured. The key service areas were aligned with the ESCAP strategic
framework for disaster risk reduction subprogramme five which aimed at enhancing
information and communications technology and disaster risk reduction and management.

The activities of the Centre expected to contribute to strengthening regional cooperation
in disaster risk reduction for inclusive and sustainable development and improved
knowledge and awareness of the Member States of effective policies and strategies in
disaster risk reduction in the region for inclusive, sustainable and resilient development.

APDIM Key Service Areas




Key Service Area 1. Information and Knowledge Repository

As the specialised regional institute for disaster information management in Asia and the
Pacific, APDIM is fast approaching to launching its regional risk data platform to serve as an
information and knowledge repository in the region. This service contributes to the shared goal
of disaster risk reduction through disaster information management.

To lay a solid foundation for the establishment of the upcoming regional risk data platform in
line with supporting Member States in the development of disaster-related statistics for the
Sendai Framework Monitoring, APDIM has been actively engaged in existing and evolving
disaster information management initiatives and mechanisms in the region. In 2020, APDIM
conducted a detailed regional needs assessment and examined existing resources and
capacities in disaster information management in consultation with potential partners, relevant
UN entities and regional organizations.




